
TITLE 26 - FINANCE

CHAPTER 1 - FINANCE CODE

ARTICLE 6 - SIGNATURES AND BANK ACCOUNTS

Legislative History: Resolution No. 190-88 “Reauthorizing Opening Of and Withdrawals from
Bank Accounts” was passed by the Council on July 15, 1988 and vetoed by the Nation’s
Chairman on July 18, 1988; veto was overridden by Resolution No. 191-88 on July 19, 1988;
signature authority was amended by Resolution No. 06-466 “Directing Development of Finance
Code and Authorizing Officials to Sign Negotiable Instruments on the Nation’s Behalf” effective
July 13, 2006. 
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RESOLUTION OF 'fHE TOHOMO O'ODHJ\.H LEGISLATIVE l_-·cunc.TL 
(Reauthorizing Opening Of and Withdrawals from Bank A2c0u11ts) 

f 
2 WHEREAS, under the Cons ti tut ion of the 'l'ohono 0' oc:llam 11:-it 1 •)E rile 

3 

4 
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6 

7 

8 

g 
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11 

12 

13 

WHEREl-ifi 

Treasurer of the Tohono O' odham Hat ion_ is charged 1;i th 

the acceptance, 

the Legislative C0uncil; and 

the Treasurer's position ha5 

year, the Le.}islative Council did bl' h·::S. Hu_ 189 88 

establish the position of Chief Finan~ial oftic~~ wich 

pres • .::ribed duties and respc;nsibilittes "fc,r rec:e:tviug, 

safekeeping and disbursement of the Hdtiun' E:. innd;;. 

Also responsible for protecting the Nation's ifit~rest in 

&11 financial matters." 

14 HO\-! ·rIJEREfORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislative CouncLl that the 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Chief Financial Officer is heraby authorized to o~en 

and maintain such checking, savings or 11tl1e.r hanL i1u1 

c:.ccounts in the name and on behalf of the '1·.::>110;;.1 11' ,_;,il13m 

' 
Hat ion. 

H) BE I'I' F'UF.THER RESOLVED that, nnt.11 furtber order ot tni,::; ,-·..:;nH,, i. l, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

any funds of the Tohono O'odham Nation deposited .in stlch 

E1ccounts be subject to withdrawal or char;1e nt iii"i'.1' l:i.11,2 

upon checks, notes, drafts, bills of exchange, 

a;::cept.ances, undertaJtings or other :instruments or ,:,rcters 

for the pa}'111ent when made, stgnect,. drawn, acce.pr.ed, ; . .--

endorsed on behalf of the Tohono O'odham Hatten hv any 

26 two of the following officers, namely the Chief 

27 Financial Officer, the Chairman and Vi.ce C!1a1.rman of the 

28 Nation. 

29 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the secretary or any other officer of 

30 the Legislative Council from time to time in oftjce is 

31 ~uthorized to verify the names of the offJcers Gf the 

:-l2 Legislative Counci.l and Executive Departmer1t: and theix 

respi:;Ctive offic.~s, together with speci m.::ns __ ,f ! t\,o;:i l 
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signatures, and in case of any chan'Je 1:•f 3.HY holder o:t: 

hoide:rs of any such office or off.ices, thp fi'\ct •1f i:rnr.h 

change and the names of any new ~fficers ADd the offices 

respe.ctive.ly held by them, together \'lith Fpec:i.men;:; of 

their signatures. 

The f·Jr>?go:i.ng resolution was passed by the Tohono (1' 0c1hE1.nt Ccnnci.l 
on th<; 15th day of July , 1988 at. a. meetin9 ::lt. Hhi.·:ch a quorum 
was pre~sent with ··-a-.. ·-·;,;·0t-=-··0-f 1,6qo.u for; -11 ;~i;:.m.i.nst; -_Q_:~ not 
vnt i•1g; and CH absent, pursuant~o-the poHerO' vested :in the 
('.c-1mr~:i.l by Sect.].on 1 ( d) of _7\rtJcle VI •::if th;:; Ci::>I!Ft:i t·uU.011 of 
tl1e Tohono o' odham HafTon ,-~a.opted by the To horn• o' od.ham Nat inn 
('Jl ,Jam.lal~Y 18, 1.986, and approYE·d by th,:> !\ct i.nq 1."Ppnt-y i\ssi.stR11t 
''.~,2.;re~ary Indian l\ffa:Lrs (Opi:>ratim1s) 11n !!fl.rd·· G, J.<:!8G, 
_pt•rsuant t.0 Section 16 of the Act nf J"un'? J.8, J ?3:~- ( 4::1 Si·;:i_t-.• 

984 l. 

TOHONO 0' ODH!~M LEG! FI.tiTIVE COUHCIL 

_.J.5-_ day 0f 
/i 

- j c · Ii. ----'- .. VVf 19 f8. 



2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

g 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

~o 

p. r, s . )J(! ' 19 f) .• t3B 
f. Re:?.utl101:=1zli1~i opening Of and H.lthdrmrnJ.s f1·om 8-:i.•.1k l\o:·coi_mt-:") 
Page 'l'hree ( 3) 

( I J\PPPOVED 

'-iii DISAFPHOVED 

-Ji(_. 
on th2 __ j '6 ·- day of ------~J<:1J~~ _________ , 1_ 9 8-~-~, 
at __ C1._;__!l_j_ o'clock, _!_L_. H .. 

,~-L;/f,,rl,;_acl_!~t.4,_ __ _ 
EN ... s J. ltRi\NC __ sco I .Jp._, r dlairDF'U1 
TO>-IONO 0 I ClDH!.\M W\'TICH·I 

Returned t.n the I.,egj slattve. Secretary on the ___ Jr~----- day cf 

_______ 9~t!{ ____________ _, 19 __ J_f_ __ , at ___ 'l_i._'/_ ____ o'clcck., __ ;{- _,H. 

-z;: .. J 

_____ i!__/AL/JJ~ ___ e_bP.~---··---
T~re~. c~ygu~-~---
Legislat:i.ve .Secretfary 
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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAH LEGISL1\Tl'.!E COT'iTCif 
{Override Veto of Resolutions NO. 188-88, 189-Bf, and 190-88) 

RES. NO. 191-88 

WHEREl\.S, the Budget and Finance Committee of the I..egislat-nre, 
f 

(the Committee), presented a report b'.' the 'rohonn 

O'odham I.egi.slative Council, (the 

c1Jnt.aining certain recommendatio.ns 

condition and status of the Tohono G'odham Nation's 

Financial System; and 

lnJf~REAS, the LegisJ.ature, hy the enactment (!f Resc,J.iiLLons it<>. 

188--88' 189-·88, and .! 90 ·fl8 

recommendations present:2d by the Cummi.tte ·.::. :;nii 

WHEFEAS, upon presentatinn of Hesolutions 18;'3. 88 189· r3f, ·rnd 

11?0··88 to th,;:, Chairman of the Tohono O'ndham Hatic1n he 

rUd dis?.pp;:-ov"~ thereof and. n:, t-urntn•J i. t In the coun•::i.1 

111.t.h his )bjections tn ficr·c.rdanc:r:: ~Tith prov.isinuE of 

<-:t' nrlham Hation; and 

J.egi.s J.a t j_ ve Council has r.·ev:i.eNe;"l 

obj ec·tions :.:ui.ti a written r·?butti'1J prE:pa1·ed by the 

Committee, (see attached 

Cormnitt.?e's r;:osponse to the Veto of re:s:)lnt1ci1F i88·-·118, 

189-88, and 190-BBJ; and 

WHEREJ\.S, after full consideration, the Leqjsl.El.ti''e .-:'ouncU aryl.in. 

voted to pass Resolutions No. 108··BB, 189-88, and 190-

i3 8 . 

"NOW, THEREFOR~, BE I.T RESOLVED that 

Legislative Council, does hereby overr1d.•? the Chaj_rman' s 

veto of Resolutions No. 188-88, 189-80, and 190-88, by a 

vote of two-thirds ( 2/3) of the vote:::: cast, _L_Q}O:_.<?_.::... 

The f<:>regoing resolution was passed by th·~ Tohono Cl' odham Co1_1n·~~ U. 
on the 19th day of July, 1988 at a meeting at which a quorum was 
present wj th a vote · of- 1-;~s6·. 5 for; 42, 5 against; 111 _ o nc:it 
voting; and 03 absent, --DID-OVERRIDE. thA chairman' s-·v-2to 0f 
Resolution No. l88-·88, 189--88 & 190-88~ pursuant to the powers 
vest:ed in the--Counc.il ---i_:;y-seci~ion .'J of hrti.ch~ VI:r pf t-he 
cons ti tut ion of the Tohono O' Odham Nattou, adopted l' { t·he T··,huiio 
O'Oc'r.ham Nati.on on .January 18, 1986 and appruvell t.•v the Acti.nq 
Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Affat1·s ( Operc·l lons) CJ!l !lanJ1 
6, 19£-t:, p11rsrn:mt tn Sect.inn 16 nf th::; .Act of ,Tnn~' ·1e, 1q1~ ('.18 
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REB. NO. 191·-88 
( Ovr2rr ide-·veto of Resolutions No. !_~_8_~~.:.~.~, .!_fi_9_:~!?~, and _J.q(~~-~.?.) 
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'l'OHONO 0' ODHAM I,EGISLATIVF cmrucn, 

------~£/~;:;;;;_ __ ·-···----- --------
Harrie); . , Lec;p.slat ive Chairperson 

/A - ! q (''f{ ___ Ii~.- day of -~~.k_!j.: _____________ , -- t.J• • 

-~m~c~·----------Ten?sa 1r:-=·-f.(ioy9uhW /) egisl3.t ive secretary 

,Ltt>i day of -ff-------, 19 ___ ff __ . 
Said Resolution was submitted for approval to the office of the 
Ch3:i.rman of the Tohono O'odham Nation on the /<Jf·i day ;·if 

---------·--··-'-·Ck!Jv -·--------·' 19 _j_l ___ , at - _____ 3. 5 :i·--;:)•c10ck; }'.:___' H. ' 
pursuant to~he provisions of Section 5 of Artj~l@ VII of the 
Constitution and wJll .become effect:i..•re npon hJs 3pproval -.ff npun 
hj s tailur(2 to either approve. or dis.approve i 1- w:i.thi n 4 g hours of 
subm.Htal. 

TOHONO 0. ODHAH LEGiioLYi.TilE o·mHr'TL 

Al:'PHOVED S--
1 q 

I ·- ___ r' 
DISl~PPROVED 

-.-
'7_(!_[ __ .t_-__ 1.. __ R?turued to the Legislative Secretary on the ~' day ot 

_L_±-_,H -----p--·----' 19 __ iJ___, at __ ]'._:57 __ o'clocl~, 

Ter~7:loy~---
Legislative secr·t ry 



RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Directing Development of Finance Code and Authorizing Officials to Sign Negotiable 

Instruments on the Nation's Behalt) 

RESOLUTION NO. 06-466 

1 WHEREAS, the Constitution of the Tohono O'odhamNation vests the Toho no O' odhamLegislative 

2 Council with broad legislative and fiscal powers, including the power "to manage any 

3 funds within the exclusive control of the Tohono O' odhamNation, including proceeds 

4 derived from lands and resources of the Tohono O'odham Nation" (Constitution, 

5 Article VI, Section l(d)(2)); and 

6 WHEREAS, the Nation's Chairperson is vested by Article VII, Section 2 of the Constitution with the 

7 power to "oversee the implementation of all laws, ordinances, resolutions and rules 

8 made by the Tohono O' odham Council," to "exercise all other powers delegated to him 

9 by the Tohono O'odham Council," and to "oversee the administration and 

10 management of the government in accordance with an administrative plan adopted 

11 by the Tohono O'odham Council" (Constitution, Article VII, Section 2(c), (d), and (a)); 

12 and 

13 WHEREAS, although the Legislative Council Budget and Finance Committee is in the process of 

14 developing a Finance Code that will clarify the power of various Nation's officials to 

15 execute contracts, sign other documents and instruments, and to exercise certain 

16 fiscal powers, current law requires that any funds deposited in the Nation's accounts 

17 be subject to withdrawal or charge upon checl[s or other instruments "when made, 

18 signed, drawn, accepted, or endorsed on behalf of the Toho no O' odhamNation by any 

19 two of the following officers, namely the Chief Financial Officer, the Chairman and 

20 Vice Chairman of the Nation" (Resolution No. 190-88, veto overridden by Resolution 

21 No. 191-88); and 

22 WHEREAS, as a matter of practice, the Nation has historically issued payroll, per diem, travel, 

23 reimbursement, and other checks bearing the signatures of both the Nation's 

24 Chairperson and Vice Chairperson; and 

25 WHEREAS, subsequent to the passage of Resolution No. 190-88, the Nation's Chief Financial 

26 Officer position was eliminated; and 

27 WHEREAS, with the recent resignation of Vice Chairman Ned Norris, Jr., there is no elected official 

28 currently authorized to serve as a second signatory on the Nation's checks as required 

29 by law; and 



RESOLUTION NO. 06-466 
(Directing Development of Finance Code and Authorizing Officials to Sign Negotiable Instruments on the 
Nation's Behall) 
Page2of4 

1 WHEREAS, the position of the Nation's Treasurer remains vacant and significant concerns have 

2 been raised concerning the organization, staffing, and performance of the Office of the 

3 Treasurer; and 

4 WHEREAS, it is essential to implement internal controls and establish clear lines of authority to 

5 prevent incidents of fiscal mismanagement; and 

6 WHEREAS, it is therefore in the Nation's best interest to amend Resolution No. 190-88 to identify 

7 those officials who, in addition to the Nation's Chairperson, are vested with the 

8 authority to sign the Nation's checli.:s and other negotiable instruments; and 

9 WHEREAS, pursuantto Resolution No. 83-88, "Adoption of Budget and Finance Committee's Plan 

10 of Operation," the Legislative Council Budget and Finance Committee is delegated the 

11 power to "review and recommend legislative measures or action to the Legislative 

12 Council ... approving the expenditure ofpublicfunds or fiscal resources of the Nation" 

13 and measures or actions affecting "the establishment of bani.: accounts for, and the 

14 deposit or expenditure of public monies" and funds (Plan of Operation, Section 

15 l(b)(l)); and 

16 WHEREAS, the Budget and Finance Committee has consulted with the full Council, the Nation's 

17 Chairwoman, and the Accounting Department concerning the need for authorizing 

18 two officials to sign all checJ.:s issued by the Nation; and 

19 WHEREAS, based on its review, the Budget and Finance Committee recommends thattheNation's 

20 checks and other negotiable instruments bear the signature of both the Nation's 

21 Chairperson and Vice Chairperson and that, in the event of a vacancy in the office of 

22 the Nation's Vice Chairperson, that such instruments bear the signature of the 

23 Chairperson of the Nation and the Chairperson of the Tohono O'odham Legislative 

24 Council Budget and Finance Committee. 

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tohono O' odham Legislative Council that the Budget 

26 and Finance Committee is directed, in consultation with the Accounting Department, 

27 Office of the Treasurer, and the chief administrative officers of the Nation's three 

28 branches of government, to develop a Finance Code to protect the Nation's financial 

29 integrity while allowing business to be conducted in an efficient and timely manner. 
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1 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono O' odham Legislative Council thatthe Finance Code shall 

2 contain provisions governing budget development, approval, and administration; 

3 accounting and financial statements; procurement; Indian Preference in the 

4 acquisition of goods and services; contracting; grant funding; audits and internal 

5 controls; signature authority, property management and disposal; and all other 

6 matters the Budget and Finance Committee deems necessary. 

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono O' odham Legislative Council that the second resolved 

8 clause in Resolution No. 190-88 is hereby amended and replaced to read as follows: 

9 "BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that (I) any 

10 funds of the Tohono O'odham Nation deposited in such accounts be subject to 

11 withdrawal or charge at any time upon checks, notes, drafts, bills of exchange, 

12 acceptances, undertakings or other instruments or orders forpayment(collectively, 

13 "negotiable instruments") when made, signed, drawn, accepted, or endorsed on 

14 behalf of the Tohono O'odham Nation by both the Nation's Chairperson and Vice 

15 Chairperson, who shall be the designated signatories of the Nation for that purpose, 

16 (2) in the eventthatthe position of the Nation's Vice Chairman is vacant as defined 

17 in the Constitution and laws of the Nation, the Chairperson of the Tohono O'odham 

18 Legislative Council Budget and Finance Committee shall serve as the second 

19 designated signatory of the Nation on negotiable instruments, and (3) the signature 

20 of the two officials identified herein are required to constitute the authorized 

21 signature of the Nation on any negotiable instruments issued by the Nation. 

22 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Toho no O'odham Legislative Council thatithereby (I) ratifies the 

23 signatures on checlcs issued by the Nation from June 28, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. until the 

24 effective date of this Resolution and (2) authorizes the Nation's Chairwoman to act as 

25 the sole signatory on checlcs issued by the Nation until such time that the second 

26 signature authorized by this Resolution is implemented. 

27 The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O' odham Legislative Council on the l 2rn. Day 
28 of JULY, 2006 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote of l,589.0 FOR; 758.45 
29 AGAINST; 93 .35 NOT VOTING; and [02) ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by 
30 Article VI, Section 1 (d) and (1) of the Constitution of the Tohono O'Odham Nation, adopted by the 
31 Tohono O'Odham Nation on January 18, 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant 
32 Secretary - Indian Affairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 
33 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984). 
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TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

ATTEST: 

Lucille Lopez, Actihgegislative Secretary 

!~ff day of ,_;JiJJ,,... , 2006. 

Said Resolution was submitted for app~al to the office of the Chairwoman of the Tohono 
O'Odham Nation on the l':Zo'l'V- day of , 2006at .:2.:Jo o'clocli.,~.M., 
pursuant to the provisions ~f Section; of ~ile Constitution and will become effective 
upon her approval or upon her failure to either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of 
submittal. 

1\/APPROVED 

[ ] DISAPPROVED 

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

onth,e

0

/3 dayof ~ 
at-~~ o'clocli., Ji--.M. 

'· 

TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION 

,2006 

41 Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the /f day of 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

47 

--~""-'-'--,1.7-----' 2006, at / J.,,/3 o'clock, _f_.M. 


