
PO. Box 837 TOr-tONO O'ODHAM LEGISLA IVE Telephone: (520) 3R3 -5260 
Se lls, Ari7tllla 1\5634 Fax No. : (520) 3~3-5246BRANCH 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

TO: 	 All Members of the Public and ~irricts of the Tohono O'odham Nation 

FROM: 	 Billman Lopez, Chairperson ~ 
Agricultural and Natural Resources Committee 

DATE: 	 May21,201S 

SUBJE T : 	 Nonmember Hunting Illegal 

On May IS, 201S Ordinance No. 32, 19 Tohono 0 ' odham Code Chapter 4 Article 1 ­
Nonmember Hunting Pennits was suspended by enactment of the attached Resolut ion No. I S­
148, http://www.tolc-nsn.orgidocs/Title19Ch4Artl.pdf ResolutionNo . 1S-1 48 establishes a 
moratorium on hunting by nonmembers within the Nation 's lands. (Because there was no 
existing system for issuing nonmember hunting permits under Ordinance No . 32, nonmember 
hunting on the Nation was illegal for many years prior to the passage ofR solution No. IS-148.) 

Individuals who are not enrolled Nation's members are prohibit from hunting within 
the Nation's boundaries until at least May 17, 2017, when the moratorium expir s. Nonmembers 
found hunting or attempting to hunt are subject to high civil fines, civil fo rfeiture proceedings, 
and removal and exclusion pursuant to 4 Tohono O'odham Code Chapter 2. 

Resolution No. 15-148 does not prevent enrolled Nation's members from hunting, but it 
does provide that members and others who are subject to the Nation's criminal jurisdiction may 
be criminally prosecuted for "assisting, accompanying, or guiding a non-member hunting or for 
otherwise violating the Nation's laws" and "shall be subject to forfeiture of weapons, 
communications technology, vehicles, or other property used in the commission of such an 
offense in accordance with the procedure set forth in 7 T.0.c. Chapter 1, Section l.17.' 

The Agricultural and Natural Resources Committee will collaborate with the Natural 
Resources Department and gather public input on future nonmember hunting regulations that 
will protect the Nation's natural resources for the benefit of the Tohono O'odham while honoring 
our culture and traditions. 

Attachment 

http://www.tolc-nsn.orgidocs/Title19Ch4Artl.pdf
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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCR 
(Suspending 19 Tohono O'odham Code Chapter 4, Article 1-Nonmember Rnntlng 

Permits and Establlsbing Moratorium on Hunting by Nonm e mbers) 

RESOLUTION NO. IH~ 

WHEREAS, tbe Nation's Constitution vests tbe Legislative Conn ell with the authority to 

"promote, protect, and provide for pnbllc health, p eace, mor als, educadoD and 

general welfare of the Tobono O'odbam Nation and its members," "to manage, 

protect, preserve and regulate the lI.§e of the p roperty, wUdllfe, land, air and 

natural resources (inclnding surface and grou n d waten) of th e Tohono 

O'odham Nation," and to "provide for removal or exclusion from the Tohono 

O'odham Nation of non-members wbose presence may be injn rious to the peace, 

b ealth or welfare of tbe Tobono O'odham" (Constitution, Article VI , Section 

l(c)(2), Section 1(1)(2), and Section l(c)(7)); and 

WHEREAS, on April 4, 19;8, the Papago Conncll enacted Ordinance No. 12, which was 

snbsequently compDed as 19 Tohono O'odham Code Chapter 4, ArtIcle I, 

governing tbe issnance of hunting permits to persons who were not cnrolled 

members of tbe Papago Tribe ("non-members"); and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 32 provides a process for non-members to a pply to the chairman 

of the Papago Council or tribal treasurer for a penult to bunt game on the 

Tohono O'odham Nation, bnt no system for Issnlng such permits or eiled;ively 

regulating non-member hunting currently exists; and 

WHEREAS, non-member hunting of game, Including mountain s heep, all s pecies of d eer, 

and ja"elina, without the benefit of updated bjolo~ical and environmental 

information may damage the Nation's ..esoorces, undermine members' 

beneficIal use oftbese species, and injure cultural values ; and 

WHEREAS, It is in tbe Nation's best intcrest to prohibit Don-member bontlng on the Nation 

and allow the respective oversight committees, with a ssistance trom the 

biological and cultural resources staff, to evaluate wbe ther and undcr wbat 

conditions non-member bunting should be authorized; a nd 

WHEREAS, tbe Agricoltural and Natural Resources Committee recommends sus pending 19 

Tobono O'odbOim Code Chapter 4, ArtIcle 1- Nonmember DantinG Pennits and 

inJposing a moratorium on non-member buuting on the Nation. 

NOW, THIlREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odb a m Legislad"e Coo DcD that it 

suspends Ordlnance No. 12, 19 Tobono O'odhaIll Code Chapter ~, Article I ­

Nonmember Hunting Permits and prohibits bundng, whic b DM:ans the 

pursuing, shooting, shooting at, trOlpping, netting, capturinll 01" attempt to 



RESOLUTION NO. 15-148 

(Suspending 19 Tohono O'odham Code Chapter 4, Article 1- Nonmember Hunting PermJts and 

Establishing Moratorium on Hunting by Nonmembers) 

Page 2 of] 


1 capture of any non-domestlc aniIDal, on the Nation's lands by any p erson who is 

2 not an enrolled member of the Tohono O'ooham Nation ("non-member"). 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tobono O'odham Legislative Councll that a non-member 

4 hunting or attempting to hunt on the Tobono 0'odham Nation shall be subject to 

5 (1) a clvll One of up to 510,000 per violation; 

6 (2) civil forfeiture of weapons, communications technology, vehicles or 

7 other property I.n accordance with the procedure set (orth In 7 T .O.C. 

8 Chapter 1, Sectlou 1.17; and 

9 (3) rClDove and exclusion in accordance with 4 T.O.C. Chapter 2 - Removal 

10 and Exclusion ofNon-Members. 

11 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by tbe Tohono O'odhalD Legislative Council that notlting in this 

12 resolution prevents an enrolled Nation's member from huntmg within the 

13 exterior boundaries of the Tohono O'odbam Nation, provided tbat: 

14 a person subject to the Nation's criminal jurisdiction may be prosecuted for 

15 Criminal Damage to Public Property, Conspiracy. Solicitation, i\ldml and 

16 Abetting, Unlawful AsselDbly, or other offenses for assistiJlg, accompanylng, or 

17 gnidlng a non-member bunting or for othenvlse violating the Nadon's laws and 

18 shall be 5ubject to forfeiture ofwcapons, commuDicatioDS technololY, vehicles, 

] 9 or other property used in the conunlsslon ofsuch an otJense lu accordance wltb 

20 the procedure set forth in 7T.O.C. Chapter I, Section 1 .1 7. 

21 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the provisions ofthis resolntion to suspend Ordinance No. 32 

22 and establish a moratorium on hunting by nonmembers sball expire OD May 17, 

23 2017, at wblch time Ordinance No. 32 shall again be In eUect and the 

24 moratorium on Don-member hunting shall be lifted. 

25 Tbe foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tobono O'odham LegislatIve CouncH OD the ~ 
26 day ofMAY, 2015 at a meeting at which a qnornm was present with a vote of1.483.6 FOR; 1.44.J.1 
27 AGAINST; IDJJ NOT VOTING; aDd [0.lJ ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested 10 t lae Conncll by 
28 Article VI, Section 1(.c)W Section lala), Section IW(Z) and Section 1(1) orthe Constitution of the 
29 Tobono O'odham Nation, adopted by tbe Tohono O'odbam Nation o n lanua ry 18, 1!t86j aDd 
30 approved by tbe Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs (Operations) on March 6, 
31 1986, pursuant to Section 16 oftbe Act oflnne 18,1934 (48 Stat. 'S"). 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15-148 
(Suspending 19 Tohono O'odham Code Chapter 4:, Article 1- Nonmember HuntiDg Permits and 
Establishing Moratorium on Hunting by Nonmembers) 
Page 1 of1 

Evonne WUson. Legislative Secretary 

f1 day of J ) lift .l015 

Said Resolution was submitted for approv to the office of the Chairman of the Tobono 
O'odham Nation on the -1Y- _ day of , ZOI5 at J~ o 'clock,;;/.-- .m•• 
pursuant to the provisions of Section Ii of Ie VII of the Constitution and wID become 
effective upon his approval Or upon his fallure to either approve or disapprove it with in 4:8 
hours ofsnbmlttal. 

egislative Ch a irman 

onth. /~ dayof ~ 
at y: /?; o'clock, L.m. 

NEDNo~J£A 

?PROVED 

( ] DISAPPROVED 

TOHONO O'ODUAM NATION 

o the Legislative Secretary on the h day of 

----Io'-,.o<=+-,-"--"~--...--..r_, ZOIIi, at@o'cloCk,-J2--.m. 

EvoDne Wilson, Legislative Secretary 

I ZOl'i 


