
TITLE 19 - LAND 

CHAPTER 2 -_NONMEMBER LAND LEASES 

Legislative History: Ordinance No. 15, 'To Regulate the Use and Occupancy of Tribal 
Lands by Non-members of the Papago Tribe," was enacted by the Papago Council on 
June 20, 1947 and approved by Sells Indian Agency on June 29, 1947, and amended 
by Resolution No. 351 (replacing the word "assignment" with ''lease" throughout 
Ordinance No. 15), which was enacted by the Papago Council on February 6, 1948 and 
approved by the Sells Agency Superintendent on February 13, 1948. 

Note: In an unsigned letter dated August 8, 1947 from the Sells Agency Superintendent 
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Superintendent stated that his approval of 
Ordinance No. 15 was subject to changing the word "assignment" to "lease" "whenever 
it refers to non-members of the tribe." As noted above, Ordinance No. 15 was 
subsequently amended by the Papago Council to make this substitution. 
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'!1U~ PAPAGO COUNCIL 

To Re~a.te the Use and Occupaney o:t Tribal 
Lands By :Ron-members o~ the Pape.go 'l'ribot 

It shn11 be unla.w!'ul for any pt~reon, other than an emplo7ee of the Ooverrui..ent. ot 
the United StatQs on Oi tiein.l business or a member of the fe.pago 'l'ribe of Arizona, 
tcJ un~ 01" occupy Tribal Land within the fapago, San Xavier, or Gila Send iteet:-.irva-
t tone 'llithout i'irst having out~in.cd !1'0lfl the PHpngo Council a -writ.ton ,.L,'Edg~ent to 
thllt l~d. It. shall also bl} u.nLl'!.~·•ful for an.I euch person to uee or oeeupy the 

(~f~signdtl.;::nt)of a it®>ber o:t the .J'apaeo 'l'ribo without. .tirst h:~vina obtained '~rit.ten 
pr:i!!".::l:t'don !rom the fa.pa.go Council. 

:)met.ton II - Apnlication !pr Assir~r,fon..!:, 

Any porison desiring an a5sia,~4ent ot Tri~ Land under this Ordinance• and any 
p-ar:son deslrlng to use or occupy tlle(a:Eaig&aat\of a 1:.ilar.ab~ ot the .Papa.go Tribe 
under this ordinance, shall ruake -writtt;n apJ.;'1ication th3retor to tho Par;a.t;o 
Council. Apf;l.J.eHtions tor as:sii~hments !liU.!lt ~t.at.c. the Ua'~ to whicb. the land ia to 

•' 

be i·'ut, .c;ust contain an a.ccur<i.te deacx•ir~t.ion of tha land foi• which a:H1igniuent 1:! 
~oueht, and must ba sccom,pe.rded by four copiea ot an accurate plot plan 1>f that land. 

~).3<:t.ion !Il - District Council /\(!tion P.er!uired IJ· · . 

. I , A .. 
Applicn.tiona !or aeai5n.1'.ll'Jnts pr for the use o.t;'assignll.u;tJt.a! under this Ordinance . 
sh<tll b~~ tr<!li.ns::.it<tod by tho Pupa.go Coul'l.eil to the District' Council ot the Di~tdet :· 
in \•hich thG lz;i.nd. ie lceat.cd, and th~ District Council shall ruturo the api.-l1e~\t,.1cn 
to the f'apago Council within one month. ~ith its reco1.ut~\1t111dat.l<m. · t;o a!iitil~irii>!<iiOt or . 
purlli:aaion to U:'.'ld .an(!1oaigrm~nt)sha.ll b4' gr&nted by the !'a1.>aii0 1 Council unlese the· 
;'.Jistl"ict Connell has given its approval, ht.OVllJit:D thut, if the DiBtrict Council; 
doe::l not submit its roeon1D:1umdation within one !ll.J),,th, the Papa.go Council may act, , , . 
w1ithout the IJi.st.riet Council approval. · 

. I 
;:ection IV - '!~lid rit"rfort ot ,.l,."5li!tX•mts 

A(';:sie:;r:..moKts of land under t hie ordinance a hall be valid until revoked by t.~e 
h~paeo Council, but. 8 rall beCO~) invalid itM1ediate33. 

A) If tho, rl".lnt.nl .f crn bee.omtill delinquont., 
2) I! the UtJe tor which tha 1il.sai,,Z-nnamt was. granted cease1:1, • 
C) If thu ownl:}rshi.p of thtll improvc.w.itmt:s upon the a~i:::Si.(7ifnent is tranatex·red, or 
D) If' thu l»«gUllll.tiona c;ov(~rriing tha conduct of non-Indians on Indian l(U1d. a.re 

viobtect b,y- the ao15ignoe, s .c:.e; .. b-er of his fmaily, or his t:i.r.plo;yt;e. 
'\\. 

A) i~lth thtt e.xc~~ptione p1·ovided in (U) and ( C) o! this set!tion, ~ch parson : · 
r11ceiving an aa:.ii:~il'f>,~mt of land under this ordinh . .nc~ a hall µay to tty:; \ BifA!go 
Tribe a rant.al f;~e of ~50.00 per year .for eM:h acr6 witb.in th•,;i a.s~i;-:rn .. hmt. 
'J'bt'!J ront;.tl y~u· &hnll beEin ~.l.ch July 1, mid rr.:ntc.l i\wn tih~, ll bccor::.. t.J duo 
<rnd ;:ay~Lilu Uk<..irl that tisto i'or tb.;:; y~,;:ir h':cin.i:u.n::; on thut l'.'t,.t.""'• ;.~:L11init:t; 
r:ort.ious of <<t runL1:i.l y0Llr and .Lt"uetiom:; of nn ~.:cro 3h:Lll b~;; ch< .• r£;:ll [,, . ...., n:.ta,. 



C) !n specific eaaes, wh;,;ire the tU'Jo ia -ot benefit. to the fa.pa.t.,ro '1'ribo a ad not. 
for pdrr~qrml. gain,. the Papa.go Ccwicil 'ff.0.1 aet lo:HhU' rental !~e:.. 

5i:'.lction VJ - Prus..,nt Use Confi.mad 
' ./ 
Applie~~t.ion.ill tor 9.saignr.:ient.s by poreons using and oeCt1.pyitig Tribal Land prior t.o 
the d1,.t,c) on whlch this Ordinance bceo.mes e!feetivn nha.ll be api>roved h;r the f'apago 
Council and the Diutrict Council nu.tomntlca.lly, providi:ld thAt the applied.ion is 
tE;le1ly for the l.;~nd t.htin occupied,. t.nd the use then being made of. it •. Provided 
tLi;rt. a.r'i·lic.a.tion3 !or nuch a:.rnitfr..tiente niay be t'i!lde at tJ.ny t.ime pr1Qr to :i~c;;lalbrir )0, 
19!+7, hut tlui r0nt.'\l period Bhall bogin July l, 1947. 

v' 
~1-oction VII - Size of ,,1Js.i.,;rir1t<mts 

.1 
.li!:lsis;r..!.:.('~nts o{ 'tribal Land under .this Ordin~nce shall be tmde onJ.T !or> the amount 
of hnd n.cttk1.lly nece;,sary !or the use and occupancy intanned, bu:t aba.ll con...,1st 
of one cont1euou5 place, e::tc;;pt Ythera br~ken by hi~.;hway rightn-of-way. 

~'0ct1.o.n VHI - :11spoaition or ltBV!!i!lUes .... 

Cne-hei.l!' ~f e..ll revenues t\cerol.ng under thia Ordinn..nco shall be paid into tho 
G<?r.0ral Pund 0£ the ft.pago 'l'rlbe, and the rel'!la1ning ono-halt :.hall be paid int.o 
the u~n(;)ral Fund Of the District in which th• land ie locat~d. 

Ordim~nce 112. of t f>J> Papi.go Counell &.nd a.n;r and all Ordirumce.e. arid/or ae.:iolu.\iorut; 
or port.1on:J thereof, r~gord.ing the U5e ~ nd ot:eupanc.r o! ~rn.b:il larxis by non-members 
of t .be l"apr:i,go tribe are h"roby ruseint:1' 

~~ection x. - :srrcetivo o~te 

· t'his O.rdinance aha.ll beeoaitt eff'aetivo July lt 1947. 

't"ha ti.".:n'll P'lllrso:n aa u;sed in this Ordinance ~h&.ll ineludo firm.; cCJUpas.n;y, asaoeiat.ion~ 
1::artnerahip 1 or c <>l"f.:or::>.tion. ' 

't'hl.l t•'rm 'rdbnl .Lnnd shall mean ?"'oHt"Vatlo~ lriftda under the e.ontrol ot the f'a.pngo , 
Council tc ,,;i.ich use and occupancy(~uigri.11~ents)have rv:>t b<.!en made to lli®tb@ris o! the 
feput;f.l Tribe c1' ArlzoM. · 

'The forago1ng Crt!ina.neo wa.tJ on Junl.' 201 l9i171 duly enact~d by a vot.o of l!t 
for and Q i{gaintJt, by thia l'npago Council, purr.;uant, t.o authority vested in it bY 
3;:;ction J (a), Article V, o! th<J Con::rt.it.ution of. th0 'fribet rs.tiri~d. by th.a 'tribe 



-J-
I 
:on Ii0cer:-1bor 12, 19.36, pur:mant. to ~-0ction 16 of thib Act of June 18,, l9Jl.,, 
(1,8 ~;tat •• ';Si,.). ,::;i.iid Q;cd.ir.a..nce is (!Jffwct.ive u.s of tha dat.e of it.a aVi:roval 
by th~ Zupor1ntendont. of the Sella Agsnc1 ,. subject t.o ita reei11aion by the 
Seer~tar;r or tho Interior f•Ur.auant. to $eetion 6, i:i\;t"tiel.;.) v, 01' WO Conatit.ut.ion 
and l:lr-lawa o! t.h$ .Papa.410 '~'ribe. ' 

.Ap~. rov~d: t JT i '·, ! /, . _· i , 
------~ ....... ----------------

• 



Land-Ten & Adq. 
_24x25452-47 

AIR MAIL 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Chicago 54, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

Sells Indian Agency 
Sells, Arizona 

004 
064.1 

August 8, 1947 

We have your letter of August 4 regarding Ordinance No. 15 approved by 
me June 29, 1947. We agree that the change suggested would clarify the mean­
ing and intent of the OrdinancP.. It app.ears that the term "assignment" has 
been used in the past in connection with the use of lands by church and 
similar organization. 

In line with your suggestion my approval Ordinance No. 15 is subject to 
changing the work "assignment 11 to "lease" wherever it refers to non-memvers 
of the tribe. 

cc: District Director 
cc: Papago Tribal Council 

Sincerely yours, 

Moris Burge 
Superintnedent 
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TmRSF0111~ rt~ IT ITT'JOLVED,, i·Jhe:rov·~r t.ho Word (Aso..tgnment) is usl'Xl1 reforr:L"lg 
to permianion to uao lWld h°'J non-ue.11oors of the trlbe1 t 11e word (Laas.e) be 
tu.bstit.uted. 

The £o~going resol·xtion wns on Sebru.n.1•y· 6, 19J.S, duly enacted h-J a voto of 
.liJ.._f.or m1.d ...Q... lll{;ai11st, by tho T'llpngo Com1oil.1 pu.rsU..''.nt to authority-voat.ed 
in it b7 Section 4. of' Artie~ VIII,~oi' tho Ccnntitut.i.o:n o.t the Tribe., 
ratified by the Tribe on J;)ecruioor 12, 1936, and approved b, the Secrete.ry 0£ 

,. l6 tl-e !rrl:.erior (l!1 Ja:.•u.'U"Y' 6, 19'5/, pttrGU...'i.nl:. to ~cctJ.011 of the Act oi" June 
is, 1934, (48 St~t. 9$4). Sc.id resolu±.io11 :ta effective ns ot the d~.!;a or its 
spp:row.l by tho SU[:.er:L"ltondent. o.f Solla Agonoy, and is subject to the re- " 
scionion by tm Socrotor-.r ot tha Interi9r,. puruua.nt ·to Section 6, Articls V • 
ot the Constit..ut.ion ax:d Dy-la.ws o! tha "'spa.go 'l':.lbe. . ·, 

:SY: 

l."L Alt.'rod c .,c-<._~ .... ro: .... :t ... a,_ _____ _ 
Ali'red G. Garic':, Act:l.rJa Soc. & Treas. 
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Ea/ At ta.oh to Ord. l/lS 


