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SISSETON-WAHPETON SIOUX T~IBE

CllAPTER27

TRAFFIC CODE

27-01-01 GENERAL PROVISioNS: .This Code shall apply to all persons
within,the jurisdiction of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux,
Tribe•.,

_27-02-01 DEFINITIONS

27-02-01 Authorized Emergency Vehicle - shall mean' vehicles of the
fire department, police vehicles, and such ambulances and
other emergency vehicles desiqnated or authorized as
such.

27-02-02 Laned Roadway - shall mean _- a roadway which is divided
into two or more clearly marked -lanes for vehiCUlar
traffic.

27-02-03 Motor Vehicle - shall mean every vehicle which is
self-:propelled.

27-02-04 Road or Highway - shall mean the entire width between the
boundary lines of every way when any part thereof is open
to the use of the pUblic for purposes of vehicular
travel.

I

27-02-05 Roadway ­
designed
exclusive

shall mean that portion of
or ordinarily used for
of the berm or shoulder.

a highway improved,
vehicular travel,

L __

27-02-06 Vehicle - shall mean every device in, upon, or by which
any person or property is or maybe transported or drawn
upon a highway, except devices moved by human power or
used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

27-02-07 Racing: is defined as the useo! one or more Vehicles in
an attempt to outgain,outdistance, or prevent another
vehicle from passing, to arrive at a destination ahead of
another vehicle or vehicles.

27-03-01 ENFORCEMENT
The sisseton-Wahpeton sioux Tribal Police, shall be
responsible for the enforcement of all regulations, rules
and controls as established in this Chapter.
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RESTR:tC'l'IONS
The following restrictions on speed of any vehicle are
prescribed for roads and highways of the Lake Traverse
Reservation and any violation thereof shall be unlawful.

STATUTE OPLIMITATIONS
No prosecution shall be maintained unqer this Chapter
u~l~ss the actio~ sh~rlhave been commenged within one
(1) year after commission of the offense;

. SPEED -REASONABLE' AND ·PRUDENT.
No person shall drive'a vehicle on' a highway at a speed
greater than is reasonable and prudent under existing

... rpad andtraff'ic' 'conditions. 'Speed shall be so.
controlled as may be necessary to avoid collision with
any person, vehicle or other conveyance. on or before
entering the highway • I

in business,
20 mph.

BUS:INESS~ RES:IDENT:tAL, SCBOOL AREA
The maximum speed on any highway
residential, or school district shall be

N.S.T. CODE.-
. Amendment

New Adoptio"27_06:'01
clal Approved
AA.-6!. ,~'Il ':\ .-
,"cil Adopted
iJ'5"()<'< , 1"1l •

27-0'6-02

l.W.S. T. CODE
g" Amendment

I .New Adopli'!7-04-01
Idicial Approved

l'5".-.rSl-SIo

ounei! Adopted

~, ~q--i\o 27-05-01

27-06-03

27-06-04

SCHOOL ZONE
The maximum speed when passing a \School during recess or
while the children are going to or leaving school during
OPening and closing hours shall be .'15 mph.•

MAXIMUKSPEED
The maximum speed under circumstances other than those
defined in 27-06-02 and 27-06-03 shall be 55 mph, or as
otherwise posted.

27-07-01 PENALT:IES
Any person that drives in an excess of the maximum speed
limit, as provided in this section, or though not driving
in excess of such llIaximumspeed lilllit,'drivesat a speed
greater than is reasonable under the condition existing
shall be penalized as .providedin S.D.C.L.

27-08-01 SPEED LIMIT - WHEN NOT APPLICABLE
The speed limitation set forth in 27-06-02, 27-06-03 and
27-06-04 shall not apply to vehicles when operated with
due regard for safety under the direction of a Tribal
Police Officer in the chase or apprehension of violators
of the law, or of persons charged with or suspected of
any such violation, not to fire departments when
traveling in response to a fire alarm, or to public or
private ambulances when traveling in emergencies. This
exemption shall not, however, protect the driver of any
such vehicles from the consequences of reckless disregard
of the safety of others.
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.. 27-009-01

27-10-01

27-:11-01

UNREASONABLE SLOW SPEED PROH~BXTED

No person shall' 'drive a motor vehicle .at such a slow
speed as to impeCle the. normal and reasonable movement of
traffic except when reduced speed is necessary for safe
operation or in compliance with the law. Violation of
this section is a Class F Misdemeanor. .. '. -

SPEEDXNG ON HX-GHWAY -'NOTALLOWED
'No 'person shlllll drive :any "vehicle in any raceona
highway. A violation of this section is a Class C
Misdemeanor.

"RECKLESS DR:IVXNG
Any person who drives any vehicle upon a highway
carelessly and heedlessly in disregard of the rights or
safety of' others, or without due caution and
circumspection and at a speed "or in a manner as to
endanger or likely to endanger any person or property,
shall be deemed guilty of a ClassCMisdemeanor.

I

S.W.S. T. a,~t13-01
GY Amendment
o New Adoption
Judicial Approved
Olp~Q!e ~IN

Council Adopted
()I" -01.1 -~'1

..
27-12-01 EXBXBITXON DR:IVXNG

Any person who drives a vehicle within the jurisdiction
of the sisseton-Wahpeton Tribal Court in such manner that
creates or causes unnecessary engine noise or tire
squeal, skid or slide upon acceleration or stopping, or
that simulates a temporary race, or that causes the
vehicle to unnecessary turn abruptly or away, shall be
deemed guilty of aClassDMisdemeanor.

OPENCONTAXNER
No person shall keep in a motor vehicle or have in his
possession while in a vehicle, a bottle or receptacle
containing alcoholic beverages whic:hhas been opened or
the contents of which have been partly consumed. A
violation of this section shall be a special Class
Misdemeanor, but not to exceed a one hundred ($100.00)
dollar fine, with no jail time.

27-14-01 DRXVING UNDER THE XNFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS
No person shall drive or be in actual physical control of
any motor vehicle if there is either: An amount equal to
.10 percent by weight of alcohol in his blood, as
measured by a blood, breath, urine or other relIable
test.

27-14-02 XNCAPABLE OF SAFE DRXVXNG
Under the influence of an alcoholic beverage to such a
degree that he is incapable of safe driving.
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27-14-03

27-14-04

.W.S.T. CODl27-14-0Sr Amendment
New Adopticil'

:dicial Approved
:> -01.-1 -'l19
;ounc;\ Adopted
L -O'1.-VCI 2 7 - 1'4 - 0 6

W.S.T. COOt 27-14-07
'Amendment
New Adoption

icial Approved
,~OC\ -i'f
Incil Adopted

• ·D"t-'B.'i. 27-1"4-08
w.s.r, ~.

r Amendii\.
New Adept

licial Approv"d
1-.:l'l-"i.9 .
)uncil Adopted
\-0'( -'l.<t :17-14-09

MAR.rJUANA OR CONTROLLED DRUGS
Under the influence of'Marijuana or any controlled orugs.
as lis~ed in the Uniform Controlled SUbstance Act (21 . ,
U.S.C.·, '8-12) to' sucb,adegree· that he 'is incapable of
safe driving.

COMBrNAT:rON OF ALCOHOL AND'mrJUANA
Under the influenceof·a combination of alcohol,
marijuana, or.any controlled drug.to such a degree that'
he is incapable of safe driving•

PENALorrEs
For the purpose of this section,.a mandatory jail
sentence is one which .:Diust be imposed by the Court.
Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to prohibit
parole being granted on a mandatory sentence pursuant to
SWST code Chapter 24, Section 24 ..05-01-

FJ:RSTOFFENSE
$250.00, 30 days in jail, plus court costs.

Mandatory 3 day jail time.
Driving privileges restricted on reservation for 45
days
Attend DWUI Classes

SECOND OFFENSE
$360.00 fine, 30 days in jail, ,plus' Court costs.

. Mandatory 15 days .in jail, can be released for work
or school
Driving privileges restricted for 90 days
AttendDWUIClasses

THIRD OFFENSE ". '" .
$500.00 .fine, 6 months in jail, .plus Court costs.

Mandatory 6 months in jail but can be released. for
work or school
Driving privileges restricted for 6 months after
jail .
AttendDWUr Classes

Whenever possible, a. person convicted of Third Offense
Driving While Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs
shall be allowed to participate in a residential chemical
dependency treatment program. Credit toward jail time
and/or parole time shall be granted on a day-for-day
basis for all persons who satisfactorily complete such a
program.
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27-18-01 ACTION REQUIRED AT STOP SIGN
Except when directed to proceedbyapoliceorficer or
traffic control signal, every driver 'of a vehicle
approaching a, stop intersection, indicated by a stop line,
but if. none, before entering the crosswalk on the near
side of the intersection, or if none,' then at the point
nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has
view of approaching traffic on the intersection roadway
before entering the intersection. Any person failing to
come to a full stop as specified .Ln this section shall be
deemed guilty of a Class F Misdemeanor.

, 27-15-01
~,C(I:Jt
~endmen\
:J ' New Adoption
Judicial Approved
10-0'2. -'i'l
Council Ado~

· IO-6"L-l'f

w.s.r. CODE
• Amendmen127-16-01
New Adoption

icial Approved'

uncil Adopted
,-ow- '$L27~17-01

•

IMPLIED CONSENT ORDINANCE
Any person suspected of Driving Under the Influence, on
the Lake Traverse Reservation, shall be informed o.f their
,rights, including the suspension of their .driving
privi.leges upon the refusal to submit, to a chemical
analysisof'blood, breath, 'or urine, for the purpose of
determining the amount of alcohol and drugs in their
body. A person's refusal -to take' a chemical test of
blood, breath or uripe can be·used·aga.inst them in Court
at a trial. .

WARNING TICltETS
Tr~bal Police Officers are authorized to issue a warning
·ticketto any driver 'who is in violation of any provision
of this chapter, exclUding Driving While Under the
Influence.

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS- LIABILITY OF COSTS
Any person convicted of a violation or violations of any
section in,this Chapter'shall be liable for the cost of
any scientific or chemical test used to determine the
amount of alcohol or other drugs in ,his body and shall be
taxed as costs against said convicted individual.

I

" !

27-19-01 RULES OF ROAD
Upon all highways of sufficient width, the driver of a
vehicle shall drive upon the right half of the highway,
except when over taking or passing another vehicle. Any
person violating this section shall be deemed guilty of
a Class G Misdemeanor.

27-19-02 PASSING ONCOMING VEHICLES
Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions
shall pass each other to the right, each giving to the
other at least one-half of the travel portion of the
roadway as nearly as possible. Any person violating this
section, shall be deemed guilty of a Class F Misdemeanor.
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27-19-03

27-19-05

27-19.. 06

27-19-07

27-19-08

~IGHT OF WAY AT INTERSECTION
When ,twovehiclesapprQach or 'enter all intersection at
approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle at
the left shall yield the right'-of-way 'to the vehicle on
theright~ Any personvio;Latingthis section shall be
deemed guilty of ,a Cl~ssG Mise:te~eanox:';

YI:ELDrNG ,ttl:Gll'f OF WAY TO EHERGENCYV!:EICLES ,
Any driverofa·vehicle on,.,. highway shall yield the'
right-of-way to police officers, fire department vehicles
and ambulances when such vehicles areoJil.erated upon
official business and thedriversthereof-U:seappropriate
signal by siren, 'whistle, horn, and/or. wCirning lights.
Any person. 'violating this .section will be .deemed guilty
ofaClass-FMisdemeanor.

RIGHT TURNING VEHICLES ,
Any driver·ofa vehidle attempting to turn to the right
of an intersection shall approach theiritersection in the
lane of traffic nearest to the right 'hand side of the
highway ana.<in turning shall keep as-dlose as possible to
the right hand curve or edge of the highway, Any person
violatingthissectionshal1:'be deemed guilty of a Class
G Misdemeanor.

LEFT.·TURNINGVEHICLES,·
Any drivers ·ofa .vehicle intending to turll left at any
intersection, •shall .approaoh . the intersection in the
extreme left -hand ilanewhidh -·is availabl.et-o traffic
moving in the direction of travel of the vehicle and
afterenteringtheintersection,-thele:ftturn shall be
made so as tole.avetheintersectionof lCine lawfully
available to traff.ic.Anypersonviolatirigthis section
shalL be deemed guilty of a Class G Misdemea.nor.

TURNING FROM WRONG LANE
No driver shall turn said vehicle at an intersection
unless the vehicle is in proper position as defined in
27-19.. 05and27..19-06. Any person violating this section
shall be deemedguilty ofa Class 'G "Misdellleanor.

TURN SIGNAL REQUIRED
A signal of an intention to turn right or left shall be
given continuously during not less than two hundred (200)
feet traveled by the vehicle. Any person violating this
section .shallbe deemed guilty Of a Class G Misdemeanor.

e
'~"
. .'::'!

'. ,,'c,

I

27-19-09 LEFT TURNING VEHICLES RIGHT OF WAY OF OPPOSING TRAFFIC
Any driver of a vehicle within the intersection intending
to turn to the left shall yield the right of way to the
vehicles approaching from the opposite direction which is
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27-19-10..

in the intersection or so close as to constitute an
immediate hazard. . Any person violating this section.
shall'pe deemed guilty Of. a Class.G Misdemeanqr.

DRJ:VJ:NG UPON SJ:DBWALlt PROHJ:BJ:TED
No· person shall drive· any vehicle upon .a- sidewalk or
sidewaik area except when crossing the sidewalk for entry
upon a driveway. Any person violating this section shall
be deemed guilty of·· a Class· G·Misdemeanor ~ , . ~ ,<

..

27-19-11 U-TURN PROHJ:BJ:TED
No vehicle within a passing zone which is marked as
required by this :Chapter shall be turned to proceed in
the opposite direction, nor may any such turning movement
be made unless it can be made safely without interfering
with other traffic. Any person violating this section
shall be deemed guilty of a. ClassG Misdemeanor.

27-19-12 PASSJ:NG OF VEHICLES
Any driver of any vehicle overtaking· another vehicle
proceeding in the same direction shall pass with a safe
distance to the left. The driver of the overtaking
·vehicle shall pass in a safe distance to the side of the
overtaken vehicle. Any person violating this section
shall be deemed guilty of an Class F Misdemeanor •

27-19-13 PASSJ:NG ON RJ:GBT
Any driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another
vehicle upon the right only inconditioils permitting such
movement is safe. Any person in violation of this
section shall be ·deemed guilty of a Class GMisdemeanor.

27-19-14 DRJ:VING TO LEFT OF CENTER
Any driver of a vehicle shall not drive to the left side
of the center line of a highway in overtaking and passing
another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless
such left side is clearly visible and is free of oncoming
traffic for a sufficient ·distance ahead to permit such
overtaking and passing to be made safely•. Any person
violating this section shall be deemed guilty of a Class
G Misdemeanor. .

27-19-15 PASSING CURVES
No vehicle shall be driven on the left side of the
roadway when approaching or upon the rest of a grade or
curve in the highway where the driver's view is
obstructed within such distance as to create a hazard in
the event another vehicle might approach from the other
direction. Any person violating this section shall be
deemed guilty of a Class G Misdemeanor.

27-11·
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27-19-16 NO PASSING ZONES .
Any driver of any vehicle shall not overtake and pass any
other vehicle· proceeding in. the same direction when
traveling in a no passing zone on highway or bridges
whether the passi1'lg maneuver is safely completed or not.
Any p.ersonviolating this section shall be deemed guilty
of.a Cl.assF Mis.d.emeanor..· . .

27-19-17 DESIGNATION OF NO. PASsING ZONE
The Sisseton-Wahpeton sioux Tribe shall designate no
passing zones, if they have not already been designated.
Any currently marked as no passing zones will remain no
passin~ zones without further tribal action being
necessary.

27-19-18 FOLLOWtNGTOO CLOSELY
Any. driver of a vehicle shall not follow another vehicle
more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due
regard for the speed of such vehicle and thetrafficoupon
and conditiQnof the highway. Any person violating this
section shall be deemed quiltyof a Class G Misdemeanor.

27-19-19 PEDESTRIANS
Any driver of a vehicle upon a highway shall yield the
right of way.topedestrians crossinq the highway. Any
person violating this section shall be deemed guilty of
a Class FMisdemeanor.

27-20-01 ABANDONEDVEHICLES-IJNATTENDED.FOR MORE THAN EIGHT HOURS
Whenever any vehic:le is left unattended on;any pUblic
road, highway cOr highway right of way for a longer period
than eight (8) hours without notifying the sisseton­
Wahpeton SLQUX Tribal ,Police,.it shall1:le deemed an
abandoned vehicle and sUbject to the provisions contained
in 27.,.20-03 through 27-20-07.

27-20-02 MODIFICATION OF ABANDON VEHICLE PROVISIONS
The Sisseton-Wahpeton sioux Tribal council may., by
ordinance, modify or change any provision of any section
27-20-01 through 27-20-0', inclusive to meet its needs or
to clarify the duties of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Tribal
Police Department.

27-20-03 REMOVAL OF ABANDONED VEHICLES
Whenever an officer of .the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribal
Police Department £inds an abandoned vehicle, such
officer is hereby authorized to provide for the removal
of such vehicle to the nearest garage or place of safety.

27-12
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'27-20-04 VEHICLE BLOCKING TRAFFIC - WRECKED VEHICLES
~ ve~icle fo~nd unattended upon a briqge or,causeway or
in any tunnel or 0 -where such vehicle constitutes an
obstructionand'hazardtotraffic or'a WreCked vehicle"

'may be removed at, ~ny time and without regard to eight
how:: period provided in 27-20-Ql. '

27-20-05 NOTIFICATION TO OWNER OFREHOVAL
It shall beothe:duty of -every officer of the sisseton-,
Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Police Department who, has provided
for the removal of an abandoned or wrecked vehicle to
notify the registered owner and if encumbered, the lien
holder by certified mail of the removal and in whose
custOdy such vehicle has been placed and, that the
registered owner may recover said vehicle upon payment of
all costs incident to the removal and storage of the
same.

27-20-06 SALE OF UNCLAIMED VEHICLE - PUBLICATION OF NOTICE
If after three (3) months from the date of mailing notice
pursuant to 27-20-05, the vehicle remains unclaimed, such
vehicle may be sold by the Tribal Court, as may be
designated by its governing body at pUblic auction upon
notice to be pUblished in the newspaper of general
circulation in the county not less than once a week for
two consecutive weeks • Such notice shaLl contain a
description of the vehicle, inclUding year, make, model,
serial number, color and, license number, if any; a
statement that the vehicle was found abandoned and the
date thereof, and the place, date and time at which such
vehicle (s) will be sold, which date shall not be sooner
than one(~) week following the date of the last
pUblication of notice.

27-20-07 DISPOSITION OF FUNDS RECEIVED ON SALE OF VEHICLES
After the costs of removing, storing, advertising the

" selling of a vehicle pursuant to 27-20-06 are deducted,
the balance of the sale price shall beheld for the owner
of such vehicle for a period of ninety (90) days after
the sale. If such proceeds are not claimed at the
expiration of ninety (90) days after the sale, such
proceeds shall be paid to the Treasurer of The Sisseton­
Wahpeton Sioux Tribe to be deposited on account for the
sisseton-Wahpeton Tribal Police Department.

27-21-01 FAILURE TO STOP ON SIGNAL OR ELUDING A POLICE OFFICER
Any driver of a vehicle who intentionally fails or
refuses to bring his vehicle to a stop or who otherwise
flees or attempts to elude a pursuing police vehicle when
given visual or audible signal to bring the vehicle toa
stop, shall be deemed guilty of a Class One (1)
Misdemeanor.

27-13
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27-22-01 DUTY OF VEHICLE OPERATOR TO STOP IN CASE OF ACCIDENT
Any driver of a vehicle ·irivolved· in· any accident,
resulting in injury·or death to any person or damage to
property·shall immediately·stop andqive·his·name and
address and the name and address of the owner and the
license number of the yehiclehe is dr:j.vingto the person
struck or the driver or .occupants of any vehicle collided
with· and shall. render to'anypersori injured in such
accident. reasonable assistance. .

27-22-02 DUTY TO STOP AFTER ACCIDENT
Any driver ofa vehicle which collided with or is
involved in .an acci<ient with any vehicle or other
propert,ywhichds unattendedresulting.1nany damage to
such other vehicle or property sha:ll immediately stop and

}, shall then .andthere .either .locateandnotify the
operator or owner of such vehicle or other property of
his name, address, and the name and address of the owner
and the license number of· the vehicle he is driving, or
shall attach securely, ina conspicuous place in or on
such vehicle or other property, a writ'\:ennotice giving
his name,address,and the name and address of the owner
afld license. number .: of the _vehicle he is driving, and
shall without cunnecessaW·delay, notify the nearest
officer of adulyauthorizedPublic.Safety.authori'\:y.
Eveqsuchs'\:op· shall beDlade<without obstructing traffic
more than. is lI'l~cessaq•.

27-23.-01

27-23-02

HIT AND RUN ACCIDENT RESUL'l'ING rNDEA'l'HORrNJURY
Any driverot a vehicle involved in an aCcident resulting
in injury or death to any ..personwho shall fail to stop
immediatelysuch.vehicLe at the scene.ofsuch accident
and comply with the laws herein, shall be·deemed guilty
of a Class One (1) MisdeDIeanor

HU _,AND RUN ACQIDENTRESUL'l'rNG iN,PROPERTYDAMAGE
Any driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting
in dalllage to prpperty who .fails immediately to stop such
vehicle at .thescene of such accident and ·give his' name
and address, and the name and address of 'the owner o·f the
vehicle, shall be deemed guilty ·ofa Class A Misdemeanor.

I

I

27-24-01
s, W.S. T. COOl
9" Amendment
o New Adoption
Judicial Approved
QV-OLo-l'f

Council Adopted
O(,-O(,,-~"

PARKING AND NO PARKING ZONES - VIOLATION PROHIBITED
The TribaLPolice Department is authorized to place signs
prohibiting, restricting or allowing parking, stopping,
or restricting vehicles .from those areas which are posted
by signs. The Police are further authorized to give
tickets to those violating any part of this section and
any violation shall be deemed a Class G Misdemeanor.
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27-15

27-25-06 STOP LAMPS REQUIRED
Every motor vehicle trailer, semi-trailer and pole
trailer shall be equipped with two (2) or more stop
lamps. The stop lamp shall display a red light visible
from a distance of not less than three hundred (300) feet
to the rear in normal sunlight. A violation of this
section is a Class G Misdemeanor.

. .,.:.

VEB7CLE EQUIPMENT

HEADLIGHTS .REQUJ:RED . .
Every "motor vehicle o~er·than a motorcycle, road roller,
road machinery or farm .tractor shall be equipped with at
least two head lights with at least one on e~ch side of
the front of the motor vehicle. A' violation Qf this
section is a Class G Misdemeanor •

PERJ:ODS DUR7NG WHJ:CH LAMPS MUST BE L7GHTED
Every vehicle upon a hlghwaywithin the reservation
during the period from a half hour before sunrise and at
any other, time when, there is not sufficient light to
render'clearly discernible any person on the highway at
a distance of two hundred (200) 'feet ahead, shall be
equipped with lighted front and rear, lamps as
respectively required in 27-25-02 and 27-25-09 inclusive.
A violation of this section is a Class G Misdemeanor.

27-25-05 REAR LAMPS REQU7RED
Every motor vehicle, trailer , semi-trailer, and pole
trailer,or any other vehicle which 'is being drawn at the
end of a combination of vehicles shall be equipped with
at least two (2) tail lamps mounted on the rear, when
lighting is required by 27-25-03 shall emit a red light
plainly visible from a distance of one thousand (1,000)
feet to the rear. A violation of this section is a Class
G Misdemeanor.

27-25-03

27-25-01

27-25-02

27-25-04 C7RCUKSTANCES UNDER WHJ:CH HEADLAMPSKUST BE DIMMED
Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated upon a
highway, or a portion thereof; which is SUfficiently
lighted to reveal a person on the highway at a distance
of two .hundred (200) feet'ahead of the vehicle, it shall
be mandatory to tilt the beam downward. Whenever, a
motor vehicle meets anothervehic:le or overtakes another
vehicle proceeding in the same direction on any highway
it shall be mandatory to tilt ,'the beams downward,
provided that at all timesasreqtlired by 27-25-03 at
least two (2) lights shall be displayed on front of, and
opposite sides of every motor Vehicle. A violation of
this section is a ~lass ~Misdemeanor.

•
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27-25-07

27-25~08

RED LIGHTS ON FRONT OF VERICLERROHIBITED
Except as to police or fire departments, or fire .. patrol
~ehicles or such ambulances and emergency vehicles, any
person who driv~s or moves any·vehicle upon the highway
with any red light. visible from directly in frOnt thereof
is'~Hty of ~ C],ass.G Misdemeanor.

LICENSE PLATE ILLUHINATION .
Either the rear lamps required by 27-25-05 or a separa·te
lall!P shall· be so>constructed and placed as to illuminate
with a white.light the rear license plate and render it
clearly .legiblefroma distance of fifty. (50) feet to the
rear. When the rear license plate is· illuminated by an
electric·lampother than the required rear lamp, said
lalllPs.shall.beturned on or off only by the.same control
switch at .all times whenever head lamps are 1ighted. A
violation of this section is a Class G Misdemeanor~

•
I

27-25-09 LIGHTS ON .PARKEDVEHICLES
Whenever a vehicle is .stopped or parked on a highway
whether attended or unattended during the times mentioned
in 27-25-03., there sha1l>be displayed upon.such vehicle
one or more lamps ..projecting a "White or amber light
visible .undernormal. atmospheric conditions from a
distance offivehundred.(500) feet to the front of such
vehicleandproje.c:ting a red .light visible under like
conditions from. a. distance of five hundred (500) feet to
thereaJ:', except.ithatnolights need be displayed upon
any such. vehicleparkeq .within corporate limits of a
municipality·or within a housing site. A violation of
this section .is .aClass GMisdemeanor.

27-2S-10REPLAcEHENT OF OPENING WITH SAFETY GLASS REQUIRED
It shall be an. offense for any.personto replace any
glass. or glazing material used in partitions, doors,
windows, iwindshields .. or wind deflectors .. in any motor
vehic1ewit~ aJlymaterialother than safety glass or a
type complying with the definition of safety glass.. A
violation of this section is a Class ~ Misdemeanor.

27-25-11 NONTRANSPARENT MATERIAL ON WINDOWS PROHIBITED
It shall be an offense for any person to drive any
vehicle upon a highway with any sign, poster, or other
nontransparent material upon the front windshield, side
wings, side windows or rear window of such motor vehicle
other than a certificate or other paper required to be
displayed by law or other temporary driving instruction
placed thereon by the manufacturer unless the same shall
not obstruct the driver's clear view of the highway or
any intersecting highway. A violation of this section is
a Class G Misdemeanor.
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27-25-12 OBJECTS DANGLING BETWEEN DRIVER AND WINDSHIELD
It· shall be an offense for any person to drive any .

. vehicle upon a highway with any object or gadget dangling
. between. the view of the dr.iver and the windshield of said
vehicle. A violation of this section is a Class G
Misdemeanor.

27-25-1~ WXNDSHI!:LD1UPERS REQUIRED .
The windshield on every vehicle except farm tractors and
motorcycies· shall be equipped with a device or devices
for cleaning rain, snow, or other moisture from the
windshield, which device shall be operated by the driver
of the vehicle. No person shall operate a motor vehicle
upon the highways unless such vehicle shal1be.equipped
with such device or devices in good working order capable
of cleaning the windshield thereof and shall provide the
driver a clear view of the highway. A violation of this
section is a Class GMisdemeanor. .

I

•

27-25-14 REAR-VISION MIRRORS REQUIRED
Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a mirror so
located as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway
for a distance of at least two hundred {200} feet to the
rear of such vehicle, .whether operated singly or towing
another vehicle. A violation of this section is a Class
G Misdemeanor.

27-25-15 MUFFLER REQUIRED
No person shall drive a motor vehicle on a highway unless
such motor vehicle is equipped with a muffler in good
working order and in constant operation to prevent
excessive or unusual noise and annoying smoke. A
violation of this section is a Class G Misdemeanor.

27-25-16 BRAKES REQUIRED
Every motor vehicle, trailer, semi-trailer, and any
combination of such vehicles operating upon a highway
within the reservation shall be equipped with brakes. A
viOlation of-this section is a Class G Misdemeanor.

27-25-17 CRACKED OR BROKEN GLASS PROHIBITED
No glass or glazing material, at any location where it is
used, cracked or broken so as to cut or injure any person
in or around a vehicle. A violation of this section is
a Class G Misdemeanor.

27-25-18 GLASS IMPAIRING OPERATOR'S VISION PROHIBITED
No glass or glazing material may be cracked, broken,
shattered or distorted to the extent that it
significantly impairs the vision of the motor vehicle
operator. A violation of this section is a Class G
Misdemeanor.
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27-26-01

s :.:

27-26-03

SCHOOL BUSES DEFINED ,
School bus shall mean every vehicle with a capacity of
ten (10) .,or more pu:pils owned or operated by or for a
school "'orschocil district used for the purpose of
transporting school -children to and~rom school or u:sed
in connection with school activities.

MARKING OF SCEOOLBUS. -COVERING WEEN NOT USED FOR
, TRANSPORTATION ,OF; CH:ILDREN' ,
,Everyschool.busc..owned or operated by or fora school or
school disq:-ict shall bear - upon the front and rear
thereof .plainlyvisible signs-, ~ontaining the words
"SChOol J3u:s" .in letters not less. than eight (8) inches in
l~eight. When any such vehicle is being operated upon a
highway-fo:a:- purposes.-other than the actual transportation
of children either to and from school in connection with
school activities all marking thereon indicating "School
Bus" shall be covered or concealed. A violation of this
section is a Class G Misdemeanor. -

FLASHING RED.ANDAMBERLIGBTSRJ!1QU:IRED
Any. school bus with a .capaci1::yforten (10) or more
students used ,to ".transport children to and f-rom a pubLf.c
or non-public £lcho,oJ... shall be equipped on the front and
rear. the:a:-eofthe. ,alternatdyflashing,amber caution
lights and alternately flashing red.signal lights. A
violation of this section is a Class F Misdemeanor.

27-26-04 USE OF RED AND AMBER LXGHTSBY SCHOOL ~US

When stQppinq to receive or discharge;pu:pilsthe operator
of a school bus .towhich 27-25-03 <,\ppliesshall cause the
amber caution light to be lighted at a distance of not
less than three hundred (30!)) feet .nor more than five
hundred (500) feet from the point where said pupils are
to be receivedor discharged from the. bus.. If the point
of receiving or .dischargingpupils is:

1. on the roadway or in a business or r.esidential
district where the speed limit is thirty-.five'(35)
miles per hour or more, the operator shall bring the
bus to a stop, turn off the amber caution lights,
and turn on th.ered flashing signals, or

2. Of·fthe roadway or ina business or residential
district where the speed limit is thirty-five (35)
miles per hour, the operator shall bring the bus to
a stop and continue to flash amber caution lights.

27-26-05 RECEIVING OR DISCHARGING PUPILS
After receiving or discharging pupils the operator shall
turn off the flashing signal lights and proceed on route.
A violation of this section is a Class E Misdemeanor.
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27-26-06 DUTY OF MOTORISTS TO S.LOW OR STOP EXCEPTION FOR
SPECIFIED HIGHWAYS
The operator of 'a motor vehicle upon a two-lane highway

"meeting or overtaking' aschool,bus"on which the amber
wc;lrning lights are flashing shall reduce the speed of his
vehicle to not m9re,than tw'enty.(20) mile~ per hour and
proceed past saidschool.blis with, caution.' ,The operator, ..

,of a motor vehicle up~n'meetinq,or overtaking a school
bus on which the red flashing signallights'are flashing
shall bring his' vehicle to a completei;topnot closer
than fifteen {is) feet from the school bus and shall
remain stopped until the flashing red signal lights are
extinguished.

27-26-07. The operator of a motor vehicle upon a highway providing
two or more lanes in each direction need-not stop upon
meeting a school bus which 'is traveling in the opposite
direction even though the school bus is stopped and red
signal lights are flashing thereon. 'A violation of this
section is a Class E Misdemeanor.

27~27-01 VEHICLE LICENSES AND DRIVER'S L~CENSES

Vehicles, including motorcycles, operated within the
reservation shall be licensed in accordance with the
applicable laws of the state of South Dakota. The tribe
herein adopts and all regulations of said state, now in
existence or hereinafter adopted by the' state. Any
person violating any of the provisions'on licensing of
vehicles shall be punished in accordance with the statute
provided.

,

•

27-27-02

27-27-03

27-27-04

DRIVER'S LICENSE
Every person operating a motor vehicle within the
rflservation shall be licensed in accordance with the
applicable laws of the state of South Dakota.

PROHIBITION AGA:INST KORE THAN·ONE L:ICENSB
No person shall be permitted to have more than one valid
operator's license at any time, excluding Tribal license
for operation of tribal vehicles only. A violation of
this section is a Class G Misdemeanor.

PROHIBITION AGAINSTDR:IVING WITHOUT LICENSB
No person except those hereinafter expressly exempted
shall drive any motor vehicle upon a highway within the
reservation unless such persons has a valid license as an
operator under the provisions provided. A violation of
this section is a Class F Misdemeanor.
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27-27-05

27-27-06

LICENSE NOT REQUIRED FOR OP~TIONOF TRACTOR
Any person is exempt from license under this section
whiie operating a farm tractor or implement of· husbandry
to· or ·from the ... home farm bUildings· to "or from· any
adjacentor.nearby' farmland for the exclusive purpose of
·conducting ;farai operations,. ;provided; however., that .no
person whQse license is ·under.suspension or· revocation
·shall operate a farm tractor or~mplement of husbandry
upon the streets or highways ..withinany municipality. A
violation of this section isa Class GMisdemeanor.

GOVERNKENTEMPLOYEES EXEMPT FROHLICENSINGREQUIREHENTS
lmy employee of the united States>Government is exempt
from license under this chapter while·operating a motor
vehicle ownedpy or leased to the United states
Governmentand·be.lng -operated 'on of"ficial business.

I

2 7 -~7,;'07 NON-RESIDENT. OUT-OF-STATE Ll:CENSE EXEMPT
Anon-resident who is cat leasts.ixteen{ Ui) years of age
and who has in his immediate possession a valid
operator's license issued to him in his home state or
country may operate a 1II0tor vehic1e on the reservation
withc;>ut a ~license under this chapter •

27-27-08 RESl:DENTOj.,JinUSDl:CTION .NOTR~Q~IRINGLl:CENSEEXEMPT
A non-resident who ieat leastc;sixteen .(16tyears of age
Whosehomesi:ateor country does not require the
licensin,!lc;>f;.Qperators•. may iGperate. a motor vehicle
without a license under this chapter., fora period of not
more than ninety (90) days in any calendar year, if the
motor vehicle so operated is dUly registered in the home
state or country of such non-resident.

27~27-09 PERIOD OFRESl:DENCY
Any person who has resided on the reservation for a
period of ninety (90) days is considered a resident for
the puz;-pose of being licensed· to drivealllotor vehicle
under the laws of the state of South Dakota.

27-27-10 MILITARY PERSONNEL, DOHESTICVOLUNTEERSANDDEPENDENTS
WITH OUT-Or-STATE LICENSE EXEMPT
Any non-resident who is stationed in this state while in
the· military service of the "United states or any non­
resident Who is assigned in this state under the Domestic
VO.lunteer Service Act. of 1973 and any dependent of such
non-resident and who . has in 'his possession a valid
driver's license or permit issued in his home state or
country may operate a motor vehicle on the reservation.
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27-27-11 DRIVER EDUCATION CLASS STUDENTS
Students in Driver's Education class may drive a motor'
vehicle without a license under·this chapter when such
student 'is accompanied by an approved driver education
instructor who. isoooccupying a seat beside .such student
drive:r.. c'

27-27-12 .LICENSEBE Iii POSSESSJ:ON 01' DRIVER 0

Every licensee shall have his operato:r's'license in his
immediate possession at," all ti"ll1es when. ope:rating a moto:r
vehicieand shall display thesclmeupon demand of a jUdge
of a court of record, 0 or a"Tribal· Police Officer. A
violation of this.section·is aClasSGMisdemeanor.

27-27-13 EXTENDED TERM 01' LICENSE HELD BYHEMBER OI'ARHED FORCES
A valid South Dakota driver's license held by any person
who enters or is in the United states Ar1IIedForces shall
continue and the person reml:linsabsent from the
reservation, and not to exceed thirty (30) days following
the date on which the °holder is honorably separated from
such service or returns to the "reservation, unless the
license is sooner suspended, cancelled, or revoked for
cause as provided by law. The 'license is valid only when
in the immediate possession of the licensee while driving
and;the licensee has his.discharge or .separation papers,
if he has been discharged or separated from the service,
in his immediate possession

27-27-14 LICENSE ISSUED J:NOTHER JURISDICTXOII PROEXBXTED DURXNG
SUSPENSXONOR REVOCATION
Any resident or non-resident whbseoperator's license or
right or privilege to operate a motor vehicle in this
state has been suspended or revoked as provided by state
law shall ndtoperatea motor vehicle on the reserva.tion
under a license, permit or registration certificate
issued by any other .jurisdiction orothEirwise during such
suspension-or after such revocation until a new license
is obtained when permitted by statelaw~ A violation of
this section isa Class F Misdemeanor.

27-27-15 DRXVING WEXLE LICENSE ISC~CELLED; SUSPENDED OR REVORED
Any person who drives a motor vehicle on any pUblic
highway within the reservation at a time when his
privilege to do so is cancelled, suspended or revoked
shall be guilty of a Class F Misdemeanor.

27-27-16 POSSESSXONOF REVOREDOR ALTERED LXCENSE
It shall be a Class E Misdemeanor for any person to
display or cause or permit to be displayed or have in his
possession any cancelled revoked or suspended, fictitious
or fraudulently altered operator's license.
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'·27-27-18

27-27-17 PERMITTING USE OJ' OPERATOR'S LICENSE
It shall be a Cla~s E Misdemeanor for any person to
permit any unlawful ~se of ~n operator's license issued
to him.

DISPLAYING ANOTHER'S LICENSE . .
It is a Class E Misdemeanor for. any person to display Or
represent .as·ione"s .own ,any operator'slieensenot issued

-to him. ;'

..'1'1&1.

·27-28-01

27-28-03

ALLO,f:ING .triiiUTHOR:IZED PERSON TOUSEVEH:ICLE
No person shalJ, ,authorize ,or knowingly permit a motor
vel)icleoW1'1eqlly 1J.imo;runderhiscontrolito be driven
upon any highway by any "person who is· not authorized
Ulldertriblil law ox., in vi9:lati.on of any of the provisions
of ·thischapte+.·A violation of this section is a Class
o.Misaemeangr,.

PERMXTTINGUNAUT:RO~ZEDJlI:NOR'1'0 USE VEHXCLI:
NOllersonshall,causeor.knowinglypermithis child or
ward under,the;age,of.eillhteen '(18) years to drive
unaccompanied by an adult with a valid license, a motor
vehic::leupon/any, hillhway< when" suchlllinor is not
au:l;:horize4.under tribal,;lawQr iJl violation o'f any of the
,provlsione;·ofthi:schapter •. ·A violationo'f·this section
is a. Class.pMtsdemeanor_ r', .'

UNAUTHOR:IZED USE OJ' VEH:ICLE UNDER RESTR:ICTED L:ICENSB
Itis,aClassFMisqemeanor foraJlY.'personto operate a
motor vehicle in any'manner in violation of the
restrictioJls imPosed ina restricted license issued to
him. . .

.1

2"""28- 0« OPERAT:ION OFTR:I13ALVEHXCLEW:I'1'HOUTTR:IBAL DR:IVER' S
.LXCENSB.". . .•. ).. •...•..
Anypere;onwhQ operates a triba1 vehicle upon'the highway
without a valldTr'ibal Driver"sLicense .asset forth in
OrdinanceNQ./llO-01.,.shal.ll:le deemed. guilty of a Class 0
MisdemeanQr..•

27-29-01 MOTORCYCLE REGULA'l':IONS
DEFINI.TION: As used in this chapter, the following words
mean:

27-29-02 MOTORCYCLE - inclUdes motQrcycle l motorbikes, bicycles
with motor attached and all motor' operated vehicles of
the bic;ycle Qrtricycle type., whether' the motive power be
a par't ther'eof.orattached thereto, and having a saddle
or seat with the driver sitting astride or upon it, or a
platform on which the driver stands, but excluding a
tractor.
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27-29-03 DEPARTMENT -means the sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux
Tribal Police Department.

·27-29-04 MOPED - a motordrivecycle-·equipped.with two or three
wheels, foot pedal to permit muscula~propulsion.andan
independent power source providing a maximum of t~0'(2)

brake horsepower4 .Ifa c01llbustion. engine is used, the
maximum piston or r·otor displacement.sha,;Llb,e fifty (50)
cubic centImeters regardless of the number' of chambers in
the power source. The power source may not be capable of
propelling the vehicle unassisted, at a.speed in excess of
thirty (30) miles per hour on a level road surface and is
equipped with a. powerdrivesyst:em .that functions
directly or automatically only, not requiring clutching
0J:'shiftingby the operator after the drive system is
engaged.

27-29-05 SPECIAL QUALIFICATIONS TO OPERATE MOTOR,CYCLE - MOPED
EXCEPTED .
No person may operate a motorcycle, except a Moped as
defined in 27-29-04, on pUblic streets or highways
without alllotor vehicledriver'slicerise or permit upon
which a state (South Dakota). testing officer has
certified that such personis~alifiedto operate such
motorcycle. A violation of this·section shall be deemed
a Class GMisdemeanor •.

I

27-29-06

27-29-07

'",\." ..-.
PROTECUVBllELlmT "REQUIRED FOR '. MINOR
It shall be unlawful for any person ··to operate a
motorcycle with any person under the age of thirteen (13)
years as a passenger, if the passenger is •.not wearing a
protective helmet ofa type approved by the department.
Moped as defined by 27-29-04 . are exempt from this
section. A vioJ.ation of this section shall be deemed a
Class GHisdemeanor.

EYEPROTECTJ:VB SCREENORWINDSCR,EEN REQUIRED
No.person shall operate a motorc:ycle unless he is wearing
an eye protective device of a type approved by .the
department, except when a motorcycle is equipped with
windscreen. A violation of this section shall be deemed
a Class G Misdemeanor.

27-30-01
S.w.S.T. COO~

Gr Amendment
o New Adoption
Judicial Approved
b'S" --0~ - "':i

.ouncil Adopted
s-() - S"

BICYCLE ORDINANCE
No bicycles shall be operated within any Sisseton­
Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Housing areas between thirty (30)
minutes before sunset and 6:00 a.m. Bicycles shall be
operated with a white headlight visible under normal
atmospheric conditions from the front thereof for not
less than three hundred (300) feet indicating approach or
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27-30-03 MINOR IN VIOLATION
Arty minor child, undez eighteen fl.S) years of age, who is
found in 'violationof this, chapter ,theparen't, guardian,
9r custodian of the minor child shall be made responsible
to a fine not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00). A
violation of this section is a Class F Misdemeanor.

..-

" ~ .

%7-30-02

~.;'

27-30-04

27.-31-01

S.W.S.T. COO~
ff Amendment
o New Adoption
Judicial Approved

m·::2..'t::l1>
Council Adoptea

6'";-OI-n

'presence of·bicycle. Such bicycle shall also be operated
with ~irmly attached.prope~~iqhtinq, or with a yellow or
red l1qht, or'reflector v1s1ble .from two hundred (200)
'feet· ..from .. the... rearr<"thereof."r- -s.: ~.• ' .,. -.0',"''''-'

VIOLATIONS .
ArlY adult person who is found in;violation.of this

. chapteJ;' shall,.be deemed guilty of a Class ~FM:l..sdemeanor,.
punishable I::lY a . fine not' to exceed fifty dollars
($50. QOJ •

BICYCLE IMPOUNDED - AUCTION
Any violations of 27-30-Dl, .27-:-30-02 and 27-30-03 , a
tribal, law enfc;:>rcement officer or the sisseton-Wahpeton
HousiI)g.Authori1;y security guard a.ssigned to the housing
area< where the . violation occurred, may impound the
bicy.cl~for.aperio<inottoexceed£ifteen(15)days. A
feefqr storage of .ten dollars 1$1.0.00) shall be paid to
the sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux 'l'ribaI Police Department by
the owner of the bicycle, or if the owner is a minor, the
minor's parent, guardian or custodian, prior to the
bicycle bElinq r-eIElased~' c:rfthe<bicycleis!1otclaimed
within fifteen (1.5) days, the bicycle shall be sold at
auction.

SEVERABILJ:TY
If any.clause,sen'bence,paragra.ph, section" or part of
this code shall" for aI)yreasonbeadjudicated by any
court of competent jurisdiction., to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such judgement shall not affect,
impair., ,or invalidate the remainder thereof ,but shCl'll be
confined, in its operation to the clause, sentence,
paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in
the controversy in which the jUdgement shall have been
rendered.
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2.

• rHPLrED'CONS~ FORM

. .
1. I have arrested you for ....".....,..,:----:--:-_....,... -,--."...---,----.,.--

A violation of 27~13-01 of the Sisseton-Wahpeton SiouxTrib~l

. Traffic Code.

I request. that you sUbmit to a chemical test of your
__________---,..,-_ to determine the amount of alcohol,
or the presence of other drugs, in your blood.

3. You have a right to a chemical test by a technician of your
. own choosing at your own expense, in addition to the test I
have just requested.

4. If you refuse to submit to the requested chemical test, no
test will be given, but the court can suspend your driving
privileges on the reservation.

,

•
5.

6.

In addition, if you refuse to submit to the requested chemical
test, your refusal may be admissible into evidence at a
sUbsequent trial for a violation of 27-13-01 of the Sisseton­
Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Traffic Code, driving while under the
influence of alcohol or drugs. .

If you plead guilty of a violation of 27-13-01 of the
Sisseton-wahpeton Sioux Tribal Traffic Code prior to a
revocation order being issued, your driver's license or your
non-resident driving privilege will not be revoked for having
refused the test.

..

7. Do you wish to submit to the chemical test I have requested?

DEFENDANT·--,- _

DATE 19 TIME, ,AM PM

OFFICER. c-- _
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.;.;.
Council Adopted
61-/~ :"'<ZZL

,.w.S.T. COD~ .
o Amendment

&3' New Adoption
Judicial Approved

'". -"_"J

SISSETON-WAHPETON.SIOUX TRIBE
OF THE

LAKE TRAVERSE. RESERVATI:ON
.. SISSETON" ·SOUTH DAXOTA -:57262,.

TRIBAL COUNCIL ORDINANCE. NO. 80-01·

WHEREAS, The sisseton-Wahpeton. SioUx 'l'ribeof the Lake Traverse is.
organized under a constitution and by laws adopted by. t,he.
members of .the tribeo~ August 1-2, 1966; approved by the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs on August 25, 1966 and,

•

•

WHEREAS, Article VII (0) to make rules governing the relationship
of the members to the tribe, to tribal property and to
one another as members of the tribe, and to assess fees
of members to effectuate tribal purpose and,

WHEREAS, The United states and States of the Union have a policy
for the use of its property and vehicles and,

WHEREAS, The Sisseton-Wahpeton tribal government does not have an
Ordinance addressing the use of tribal property and
vehicles,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this tribal council be on record
by this Ordinance, that the following rules, and
regulations .be enforced by the tribal court and law­
enforcement primarily with operators, tribal vehicles,
equipment, and property;

(1) There will be forms for applications, and forms for
certification (attached)

(2) A basic requirement will be a valid state drivers
license.

I

(3) Operating Test:

A. Each applicant will be required to take a
practical operating test administered by a
properly certified exam1ner. The Tribal
Chairman will certify a skilled operator to be
the examiner.

B. The certified examiner will develop guidelines
for a written and operating testing procedure.
The Chairman will approve the guidelines
developed.
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(4)

A.

Tribal vehicles, equipment, and property shall be
identified as passenger· cars; pick-ups·; semi-trucks;
farm itractors; '';:~coi1ibines';''p:rows; disks; swathers;"
back. hoes;. crawlers; .. tractors; road graders;
scrapers;' cranes-; front end loaders; snow blowers on
tractors;'vans; school buses; bull dozers; police
carJ;l;ambu.lances; bobcatsiwelldrilliriq rigs, etc.

(5) Operating classification:

The issuing office will use a system of
classification for the type of equipment used.

B. Skilled operator, i:soperatorbyprofes·sion.

C. Incidental operator~ is semi-skilled.

D. student operator, ·need to be under supervision.

E. The issuance of ···the ·certificationofthe
applicant, will be according to •the standards
in the skilled operators manual.

(6) Qualified Examiner:

A. The.·testwillibewitnessed or conducted by the
designee of the tribal chairman. A current
certified License on heavy .ec;(Uipment held by
the applicant would be recognized by the tribe.

(7) Requirements:

A. Age -applicantmust be 18 years old or older.

B. Physical requirements -physical examination by
a qualified medical officer •

•
C. Must have an annual physical examination to

retain license.

D. Eye sight - operators must have minimum vision
20/50 in either eye with or without glasses.
Operators must take color test.

E. Must possess valid state drivers license.
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3.

D.•

(8) Enforcement:

A." Tribal po'lice!are"glven the authority to:

1. spotc:he'ck .all"tribaf vehicle operators
for valid 'driver's license. .

2. . spot check equipment oper.ators for current·
~icense.

Check operator for written authority to
operate. Authorization is to be carried
in vehicle when being used.

(9) Violation: All violators will be prosecuted
according to damages entailed and the tribal code.

A. Vehicles and equipment operated by unauthorized
operators will be impounded.

B. Unauthorized operators will be prosecuted
according to the Tribal Law Code.

C. Unauthorized operators will be responsible for
any damages to equipment.

All operators will be liable for damages caused
through negligence.

(10) Revoca.tion of tribal operators license will follow
this procedure.:

A. D.W.I.
1st Offense 30 days to 6 months.
2nd Offense - 6 months tol year.
3rd Offense - 1 year to 3 years.
4th Offense - Permit to be revoked

indefinitely.

I

B. At fault
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

accident
Offense ­
Offense ­
Offense -
Offense

30 days to 6 months.
6 months to 1 year.
1 year to 3 years.

Permit to be revoked
indefinitely.

C. Expiration of valid South Dakota license shall
be grounds for revocation of tribal government
license. All traffic offenses will be grounds
for revocation.
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D.· A waiver may be negotiated. with the court for
employment.

(11) Council· Obligation:

A. All tribal v~hicles and ~quipment shall be
clearly identifi.able•.

B.: Tribal_. insurance to coverall permits.

c ..

(12)

council shall delegate one person to monitor
and develop an operating plan to press charges,
and ~stablish a reporting system.

All operators will ha."e a written authorization to
operate the vehicles and equipment signed by the
chairman with the designated director and manager.

,

(13) This Ordinance will becomeeff-ective 30 days after
the approval of the Tribal Council.

C E R T X CA T I 0 B

We the undersigned duly elected Chairman and secretary of the
sisseton-Wahpeton sioux Tribal Council, do hereby certify that the
above ordinance was duly adopted by the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux
Tribal Council, which is composed of 15 members constituting a
quorum, were present at a Tribal Counciltneeting duly noticed,
called, convened and held at TiWakan Center, Sisseton, south Dakota
on January .--!L.. 1980, 'by vote of14for,Q opposed, .! not voting,
and that said ordinance has not been rescinded or amended in any
way.

(14) All vehicles will contain a log book identifying the
equipment, recording mileage, maintenance received,
and name of operator.

•

Dated this 14th day of January, 1980.

VernbnL. ClOUd, Tribal Secretary
Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Council

ATTEST:
Jerry Flute, Tribal Chairman
Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Council
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