
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF SOUTH DAKOTA

SOUTHERN DIVISION

TACCARA MESTETH, also on behalf her
children G.R.L., Z.J.H.H., J.P.H.H., L.J.H.H.,
L.A.H.H., C.C.M., andX.P.M.,

4:23-CV-04135-RAL

Plaintiff,

vs.

JENNIFER ODEGARD; DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL SERVICES; SHAWNDAI
STANDING CLOUD; MISTY MCALLISTER;
MIKE VAN SAVOY; ROXIE ERICKSON;
HIEDIE LINNGREN; BETSY HARRIS; and

JOSEPH ASHLEY PARR,

OPINION AND ORDER GRANTING

PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO

PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS AND

1915 SCREENING FOR DISMISSAL

Defendants.

Plaintiff Taccara Mesteth (Taccara) filed a pro se lawsuit pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983.

Doc. 1. Taccara moves for leave to proceed in forma pauperis and to appoint counsel. Docs. 3; 4.

Taccara also filed a request for production of documents from the Seventh Judicial Circuit Court

in Pennington County, South Dakota. Doc. 7.

I. Motion to Proceed In Forma Pauperis

A federal court may authorize the commencement of any lawsuit without prepayment of

fees when an applicant submits an affidavit stating he or she is unable to pay the costs of the

lawsuit. 28 U.S.C. § 1915(a)(1). "[I]n forma pauperis status does not require a litigant to

demonstrate absolute destitution." Lee v. McDonald's Corp.. 231 F.3d 456, 459 (8th Cir. 2000).

But in forma pauperis status is a privilege, not a right. Williams v. McKenzie. 834 F.2d 152, 154

(8th Cir. 1987). Determining whether an applicant is sufficiently impoverished to qualify to

proceed in forma pauperis under § 1915 is committed to the sound discretion of the district court.
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